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“one of the most enjoyable unscripted series ever created” -  San Francisco Chronicle
TOP GEAR 10

Street Date: 4/21/09

Order Date: 3/17/09

DVD SRP: $39.98 ($49.98 in Canada)

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

This April, BBC Video brings the world’s most popular car entertainment show to DVD for the first time in North America with the 3-disc release Top Gear 10.  One of the top rated shows on BBC America and BBC Canada and broadcast in more than 100 countries, Top Gear follows hosts Jeremy Clarkson, Richard Hammond and James May as they attempt some of the most ambitious, and often outrageous, adventures on four wheels including a race through the Kalahari Desert in three 20-year-old clunkers and an attempt to break Sir Richard Branson’s record by crossing the treacherous English Channel in a fleet of amphibious cars.  Rounding out the team is the silent and mysterious racing driver The Stig, who pushes cars and celebrities to their limits on the Top Gear test track. 

Academy Award-winner Helen Mirren, The Rolling Stones’ Ron Wood, American Idol’s Simon Cowell, Doctor Who’s David Tennant and singer James Blunt all get behind the wheel on the test track for the  show’s “Star in the Reasonably Priced Car” feature. 

Top Gear takes extraordinary and ordinary cars to the limit and beyond to find out if they’re as good as their manufacturers claim.  Full of extreme stunts, challenges and weekly features, Top Gear is exciting, inclusive and passionate - there are no boring stats and impenetrable conversations about camshafts and tire pressures.   

Boasting over 10 hours of content, this collection contains the entire 10th season plus The Botswana Special.  The epic season features a transcontinental trip to find the world’s best driving road, a drag race between a Bugatti Veyron super car and a Eurofighter Typhoon jet, man versus machine experiments and weekly power tests featuring the world’s most exotic super cars. Top Gear 10 races to retail on April 21, 2009. The pre-book date is March 17, 2009.
Top Gear is an international phenomenon with a passionate and loyal following in North America.  Top Gear Season 10 and 11 debuted at #1 for “Top TV Season” on iTunes Store  in U.S. and a new site for U.S. and Canadian fans, TopGear.com, features a Top Gear America blog, exclusive video clips and contributions from hosts Jeremy, Richard, James and executive producer Andy Wilman.  Along with cultivating an enormous worldwide fanbase, the beloved car entertainment show has received multiple awards including an International Emmy as well as BAFTAs, National Television Awards and Royal Television Society Awards.
EPISODE DESCRIPTION

Episode 1 - Jeremy, Richard and James drive three lightweight supercars across Europe in search of the best driving roads in the world. Jeremy finds out what happens when you put a Bentley engine into a Volkswagen Golf and Academy Award-winner Helen Mirren is the “Star In A Reasonably Priced Car.”

Episode 2 - Jeremy, Richard and James revisit their attempt to build amphibious cars, and face up to one of their biggest and choppiest challenges to date. Plus the Audi R8 attacks the Top Gear track and jazz/pop pianist, bandleader and television host Jools Holland (Later With Jools Holland) is the “Star In A Reasonably Priced Car “

Episode 3 - James test-drives the new Rolls Royce Drophead, Jeremy test drives the Ferrari 599 and Richard races the Bugatti Veyron against a European fighter plane. In the studio are the new Lamborghini Reventon and the self-parking Lexus. Jeremy also drives the Peel car to work. The Rolling Stones’ guitarist Ron Wood is the “Star In A Reasonably Priced Car.”

Episode 4 - A Top Gear Special - The team travels to Africa where they are challenged to buy a second hand car costing no more than £1,500, in no way designed to go off road, and drive across the wilds of Botswana. Along the way they must negotiate salt pans, rivers and reserves full of animals while facing sweltering heat and suffocating dust.

Episode 5 - Richard tests the Aston Martin’s V8 Vantage against a jet-pack man, and who will win the Top Gear race from congested West London to London City Airport – James in the new Mercedes GL500, Richard on the latest, state-of-the-art bicycle, Stig on public transport, or Jeremy in a racing speedboat? Jeremy drives the new Caparo T1. American Idol’s Simon Cowell is the “Star In A Reasonably Priced Car.”

Episode 6 - The new Honda Civic Type-R is put to its paces on the test track. James races the new Alfa Romeo 159 around the Humber estuary and is beaten by the man in a rubber suit. Jeremy hurtles around in estate cars on Manchester Airport’s main runway. Richard and James enter some aging camper vans in Top Gear’s inaugural Motorhome Grand Prix.

Episode 7 - Jeremy, Richard and James look back at the heyday of British car-making in the ‘70s and check out three British Leyland cars from the era - the Rover SD1, the Triumph Dolomite Sprint and the Princess. Jeremy also drives Aston Martin’s new flagship, the DBS.

Episode 8 - Richard drives a Formula 1 Renault. James and Jeremy rampage through the National Motor Museum attempting to find the first car with the control layout we know today, and the Vauxhall VXR8 grunts around the test track. Plus, a BMW that can drive itself, singer James Blunt in a “Reasonably Priced Car,” and Formula 1 star Lewis Hamilton is a very special guest in the studio.
Episode 9 - Jeremy, Richard and James enter a 24-hour endurance race in what turns out to be one of their toughest challenges to date. James tries the new Fiat 500 on the mean streets of Budapest and the Ferrari 430 Scuderia hammers around the test track.

Episode 10 - Jeremy, James and Richard take the new BMW M3, Mercedes C63 AMG and Audi RS4 down to Spain for a thorough test of performance, handling, and which makes you look least like a hair-gelled weasel. Back on home turf, James tests the brand-new Jaguar XF and Richard asks whatever happened to that ultimate symbol of ‘60s grooviness, the beach buggy. Doctor Who star David Tennant swaps driving the TARDIS for a “Reasonably Priced Car,” and Top Gear makes the ultimate Christmas present by turning a G-Wiz into a high-performance radio-controlled car.

NOTE TO EDITORS

BBC Worldwide is the main commercial arm and a wholly-owned subsidiary of the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC). BBC Worldwide America, with headquarters in New York and Los Angeles, brings together all of BBC Worldwide’s businesses in the U.S.  The company exists to maximize the value of the BBC’s assets for the benefit of the UK license payer, and invests in public service programming in return for rights. The U.S. company has six core businesses: Channels, Sales and Distribution, Content and Production, Home Entertainment, Digital Media and Magazines.  Under these businesses fall two key brands in the U.S. – digital cable channel BBC America and a bi-coastal production arm responsible for the smash hit Dancing with the Stars for ABC.

With operations in 78 international territories — more than the video division of any other studio — Warner Home Video commands the largest distribution infrastructure in the global video marketplace. Warner Home Video’s film library is the largest of any studio, offering top quality new and vintage titles from the repertoires of Warner Bros. Pictures, Turner Entertainment Company, Castle Rock Entertainment, HBO Home Video and New Line Home Video.

Artwork for all titles is available on www.whvdirect.com. Register on this website for exclusive art to this title and all BBC Video and Warner Home Video titles.

